
 

 

 

 

  

What is the K-Factor for Insulation Snake® product? 
 

The Original Snake product is 3-1/2” thick ( 89mm) with a certifiable R-12 rating, thus giving 

the RSI at 2.1. The new product is 4-1/2” thick with a certifiable R-14 rating.   

 

K-Factor = 0.292 btu p/inch /sq. foot in Fahrenheit. 
 

 



 

UV Data 

Normal (interior) Polyurethane does not have these additives. Some protection is created simply 

from the film, but not much. Exterior PU's should have Hindered Amine Light Stabilizers 

(HALS) coupled with UV blockers called Tetratrazioles (If I can remember the name correctly). 

These additives can be added to any clear film finish - varnish, PU, Acrylic Urethane etc. but 

only for those designated "exterior", although some "exterior" finishes may not have these 

additives - they are expensive, and cheapo companies probably have very little loading of them.  

HALS are free-radical absorbers. Free radicals are sheared electrons that come off of a polymers 

molecular chains due to bombardment of UV light from sun. Enough electrons lost, and the 

chains breakdown. UV Blockers (tetratrazioles) are non-pigment (clear) blockers of the actual 

UV light. The best blockers of UV light is pigment itself, white being best, but in clearcoats, a 

little higher-tech additive is required (can't remember how it worked, but it blocked UV quite 

well). 

Both types of additives are meant to be used together.  

 

I used them in 1-1/2% to 2-1/2% loadings and that is a lot - which is why certain clears are more 

expensive. You still need an elastic formula though, for longevity in a clear. These additives are 

great for protecting epoxy from blush, which is why you need to overcoat epoxy with marine 

varnish.  

Cya - JB 


